Review and analysis of incremental approaches to meeting the needs of the uninsured and under-insured.
The US healthcare delivery system, by all accounts, is the most advanced and sophisticated healthcare system in the world. Clinical advances in diagnostic and therapeutic regimens, superior performance in biomedical research, and the development and use of the latest management and medical technologies are all hallmarks of the system. While the US healthcare system has been extremely successful, concerns remain about access to care for a large segment of the population. This article examined the various approaches that have been adopted and those that are being proposed to bridge the existing gap in health insurance coverage. The underlying assumptions of the proposed strategies were examined, and the conditions necessary for the successful implementation of these strategies were also discussed.